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Friends of Disabled Adults and Children Sponsors Merit Badge Clinic 

 

Metro Atlanta Boy Scouts Work on Disability Awareness 
         
Stone Mountain GA – (18 June 2012) – Friends of Disabled Adults and Children (FODAC), a 

non-profit organization providing over $9 milllion annually in durable medical equipment and 

supplies to the disabled community, sponsored a Disabilities Awareness Merit Badge Day for 25 

Metro Atlanta Boy Scouts on 19 May. The Boy Scouts, who ranged in age from 11 to 17 years, 

spent the day at FODAC’s facilities in Stone Mountain, where they learned about all aspects of 

disabilities, performed various tasks, such as sorting medical supplies and cleaning wheelchairs, 

and spoke to some members of the disabled community. The event was held in partnership with 

the Stone Mountain Rotary Club.  

 

“We are honored to have held the Boy Scout Merit Badge Clinic for a sixth year,” said Chris 

Brand, president, FODAC. “Working with them on this merit badge helps broaden their view of 

the world around them, and hopefully will encourage them to better understand the disability 

community and dispel myths.” 

 

The Disabilities Merit Badge encourages a scout to reach out to the disabled community and learn 

more about the lives of its members. Scouts are asked to visit agencies that work with people with 

physical or mental disabilities, and research opportunities for training and volunteerism. While at 

FODAC, these scouts learned about the organization’s work in the disabled community and its 

goal to provide people with disabilities the equipment and services to live more independent 

lives. 

 

While at FODAC, scouts also had the opportunity to talk to some disabled individuals and learn 

about their personal experiences living with a disability.  Kevin Riggs, FODAC’s director of 

communications and technology, spoke on growing up with cerebral palsy, and the challenges he 

faced as one of the first students in DeKalb county to be transitioned from a school for the 

disabled to a mainstream program. 

 

“The most important thing these scouts learned in the workshop was how enabled the disabled 

can be,” said Riggs. “These boys saw examples of people who didn’t let a disability stop them 

from achieving their goals, who serve as inspirations to everyone, disabled and able-bodied.” 
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About FODAC 

Friends of Disabled Adults and Children (FODAC) helps the disabled of all ages regain their 

mobility, independence and quality of life. The non-profit organization provides more than $9 

million annually in refurbished home medical equipment (HME) and home modifications in 

Georgia and across the United States, all at little or no cost to the recipients. A pioneer in re-use, 

FODAC keeps 185 tons of materials out of landfills each year by refurbishing and reissuing over 

300 HME items every month, and is recognized nationally for best practices.   

 

FODAC was started by volunteers who began refurbishing and giving away wheelchairs to needy 

Atlantans and was officially incorporated as a 501(c)(3) in 1986.  Since then, the organization has 

grown to include a staff of 24 and an average of 35 volunteers per week, and an annual budget of 

over $1 million. Chris Brand serves as executive director. To date, FODAC has provided clients 

with over $80 million in medical equipment including over 29,000 wheelchairs. The organization 

is supported through grants and corporate and private donations. FODAC is headquartered at 

4900 Lewis Road, Stone Mountain, Ga., 30083. For more information, visit http://www.fodac.org 

or call 770.491.9014. 
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